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29622 SERVICE Dh'x& - SEPTEMBER 22, 199d 
SEC 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 30ARD 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

S«pt«iab«r 17, 1998 

STB Docket- NU. AB-6 (Sub-No. 380X) 

THE BURLINGTON NORTHEPN AND SANTA 
COMPANY-ABANDONMENT EXEM^TION-IN KING 

COUNTY, WA 

IN IHE MATTER OF AiT OFFER OF F ^TANCIAI. ASSISTANCE 

NOTICE 

A court action, entitled as shown be^ow, 

was instituted on or 2^out August 12. 1998, 

involving the abc<r9-entitled proceeding: 

So. 98-70906 

Redmond-1ssaq*.'ah Railroad Preservation A-.iociation 

Surface Transportation Board 

United States of America 

bi?forn the 

Uhited States Crifnt Appeals for/ che fNinth Circuit 

\̂ RNON A. WT..I.XIAMS 
Secretary 



J SERVICE L i s r FOR: 18-sep-1998 STB AR 6 380 X BURLINGTON 'NORTH'-IN ABANDONMENT EXEM 

.^L DAVID 3 BURWELL 
110 0 SEVENTEENTH STREET NV' IOTH FLOOR 
WASH DC 2 0036 U."" 

DAVID G L 
SUITE 3o0 
1400 SIXTEENTH STPEET NW 
WASHINGTON DC 20036-2217 US 

HON. SLADE GORTON 
UNITED STATES SENATE 
WASHINGTON DC 2 0510 US 

DANIEL R ELLIOTT I I I 
UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION 
14 60 0 DETROIT AVENUE 
CLE'v/ELAND OH 44107-4250 US 

DAIvIAL J. MINKUS 
RAIL SERVICES UPDATE 
2.10 SHERIDAN DRIVE 
M̂ .OISON WI 53704 US 

THOMAS F MCFARLAND JR 
MCFARLAND & HERMAN 
20 '̂t̂ HTH WACKER DRIVE, SUITE 13 30 
Ci 0 I L 60606-3101 US 

SARAH WHITLEY BAILIFF 
BURLINGTON NORTHERN AND SANTA .'E RAILWAY COMP 
3 317 LOU MENK DRIVE 
FORT WORTH TX 76131 US 

THOMAS H GRIMM 
777-108TH AVE NE SUITE 1900 
BEijLEVUE WA 98C04 US 

SEN. SLADE GORTON 
10900 N E 4TH STREET SUITE # 2110 
BELLEUE WA 98004 US 

I'lAYC.'P. AVA FRI SINGER 
P O BOX 1307 
ISSAQUAH WA 98027 US 

CALVIN Sc BEVERLY BUGBEE 
3503 E LK SAMM SH LN SE 
ISSAQUAH WA 98 02 9 US 

CRAIG LARSEN 
2 04 0 84TH AVENUE S 
MERC':R WA 98040 US 

MAYOR ROSEMARIE IVES 
CITY OF REDMOND 
PO BOX 97010 
15670 NE eSTH .3T 
REDMOND WA 98073-9710 US 

DOUGLAS MARS..ALL 
P 0 BOX 79007 
SEATTLE WA 98119 US 

FAITH A HOLSTE 
KING COUNTY OFC OF OPEN SPACE 
F'J.. SECOND AV STE 708 
SEATTLE WA 98104-2311 US 

JAMES AIKEN 
AKEN & FINE 
2025 FIRST AVENUE SUITE 700 
SEATTLE WA 98121 US 

JHARLE3 H MONTANGE 
42 6 NW 162ND STREET 
SEATTLE WA 98177 US 

U. S. FISH WILDLIFE SERVICE 

MARROWSTONE NORDLAND WA 98358 US 

U S ^iSH WILDLIFE 
00 CAPITOL WAY NORTH 
:.LYMPIA WA 985 01 US 

U. S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 
510 DESMOND DR SE # 102 
LACEY WA 98503 US 

-rtASHIN̂ ;TON STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFIC 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PPESERVATJ.0 

WEST 21ST AVENUE KL-11 
.LYMPIA WA 98504 US 

EN-v'I RONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
DEPARIMENT OF ECOLOGY 
P O BOX 47600 
OLYMPIA -WA 985 04 US 

09/18/1998 Page 



S E X I C E J LIST FOR: 18--ep-1998 STB AB 6 380 X BURLINGTON NORTHERN ABANDONMENT EXEM 

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR 
STAx£ CAPITOL BUILDING 
OLYMPIA WA 98501 US 

STATE' R A I L BRANCH DEPT OF TPTN HWY ADMIN BLD 
HWY ADMIN BLDG 
OLYMlIA WA 98504 US 

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION COMM U. S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 
CHANDLER PLAZA BUILDING 
PO BOX 4 72 50 
OLYMPIA WA 98504-7250 US 

PO BOX 1157 
MOSES LAKE WA 98837-0175 US 

STATE CONSERVATIONIST 
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 
316 BOON AVENUE SUITE 4 50 
SPOKANE WA 99201-2348 US 

U. S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
BUILDING 6J2 
CITY COUNTY AIRPORT 
WALLA WAI LiA WA 99362 US 

Records: 2 8 

09/18/1998 Pige 
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29583 SERVICE DAfE - SZPT^-^ER 18, 1998 
DO 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

DECISION AND NOTICE OF INTERIM TRAIL USE ABANDONMENT 

STB Doci et No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 380X) 

THE BURLINGTON NORTHERN AND SANTA FE RAILV/AY COMPANY 
-ABA^TONMENT EXEM^TION-IN KING COU v̂ITY, WA 

Decided; September 16, 1998 

In a deci«:A.i :.erved May H. 1998, the Board granted The Burlii /̂ on :>lorthem and Santa 
Fe R ilway Company (BNSF) an . <empiion to abandon a 12.45-mile line ofrailroad befveen 
milepost 7.3, near Redmond, and u.ilepost 19.75, at Issaquah, in King County, "^A (the Redmond-
Issaquah Lir •), subject to labor p.otective and en-i onmental ccnditions. Thereafter, in a deo '̂on 
served Augus. 5, 1998. the Board rejected an of., r 7 iinanciai assistance filed by Redmond- ^ 
Issaquah Railroad Preservation Association under 49 I.S.C. 10904 to continue ser/ice on the line.' 

Also in the August 5 decision, the Board deferred action on requests by King Count>- and 
The Land Conservancy of Seattle and King County (TLC) that the Board impose interim trail 
use/rail banking unde.r 16 U.S.C. 1247(d). The Board noted that King Cci-nty .-̂ d TLC had 
submitted statements of willingness to assume financial rc:,ponsibility for thc right-of-way and 
acknowledged that use ofthe right-cf-way is subject to possible future reconstruction and 
reuctivation of me right-of-way for rail service, as required under 49 CFR 1152.29. The Board also 
found that the requests complied with the reqi ..ments for interim trail use/rail banking. However, 
the Bor̂ rd deferred aciion on the requests pendir. 3NSF's notifying the Board as to whether Uii 
railroad A'fo goins to exercise it; abandonment exemption authority and, u so, whether it WAS 
willing to negotiate for trail use. 

By letter filed August 10. 1998. BNSF 'r?.s notified the Board that it intends to act on its 
abandonmer.t exemption authiority. BNSF also joins in the requests thai a notice of interim trail use 
(NiTU) be issued in this proceeding. 

The requests by King Cou ity and TLC comply with the requirements of section 1152.29, 
and BNSF '. ling to negotiate for tr^il use. Therefore, a NITU will be Issued. The parties may 
negotiaic an agreement during the 18G-day period prescribed below. If BNSF âches a mutually 
acceptable final agreement or agreements with KiiiL Ccunty and'or TLC, aether Board actiot; is 
necessary. If no agreement is reached within 180 days, BNSF .iay folly abandon the lin \ S££49 
CFR 1152.29(d)(2). Use ofthe right-of-way for trail purposes is subject to restoration for railroad 
purposes. 

' See pages 1-5 ofthe decision for a more detailed discussion ofthe history ofthis and 
related pi ce<'dings. 



STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-.,o. 380X) 

This action will not significantly affect either the quality of the human environment or the 
conservation of energy resources. 

It is ordered: 

1. This proceeding is reopened. 

2. Upon reconA <, tion, the decision served August 5, 1998. exempting BNSF's 
•abandonment of the RJU " iiu-Issaqua'i Line, is modified to the extert necessary to implement 

'rim trail use/rail banking as set forth below for a period of 180 days from the service date of this 
lecision and notice. 

3. If an interim trail use/rail i king agreement is reached, it must require the trail user to 
assume, for the term ô thc agreement, full responsibility for management of, for any legal liability 
arising out ofthe transfer or use of (unless the user is immune from liability, in which case it need 
only indemnify the railroad against any potential liaoility), and for the payment ofany and all taxes 
that may be levied or assessed against, the right-of-way. 

4. Interim trail use/rail banking is subject to the future restoration ofrail service and to the 
user's continuing to meet the financial obligations of the right-of-way. 

5. It ;r.ierim trail use is implemented, and subsequently the use intends tc terminate trail 
use, it mu7 send the Board a copy of this decision and notice and requê t that it be vacated on a 
specified date. 

6. If an agreement for interim trail use/rail banking is reached by the 180th day after service 
of this decision anc*. notice, interim trail use rnay be imp!emented. If no agreement is reached by that 
time, BNSF may fiilly abandon the line, provided that the labor protective and environmental 
conditions imposed in the August 5 decision are met. 

7. This decision is effective on its serv ice date. 

By the Board, David M^X^n^hRî Director. Of̂ ^ of Bfto^dings. 

Vemon A. Williams 
Secretary 

- 2 -



SERVICE LIST FOR: 17-sep-1998 STB AB 6 380 X BURLINGTON NORTHERN ABANDONMENT EXEM 

DAVID G BURWELL 
1100 SEVENTEENTH STREET NW IOTH FLOOR 
WASH DC 20036 US 

DAVID G BURWELL 
SUITE 300 
1400 SIXTEENTH STREET NW 
WASHINGTON DC 20036-2217 US 

HON. SLADE GORTON 
UNITED STATES SENATE 
WASHINGTON DC 2 0510 US 

DANIEL R ELLIOTT I I I 
UNITED TRANSPORTATION UNION 
14600 DETROIT AVENUE 
CLEVELAND OH 44107-4250 US 

DANIAL J. MINKUS 
P-AIL SERVICES UPDATE 
2110 SHERIDAN DRIVE 
MADISON WI 53704 US 

THOMAS F MCFARLAND JR 
MCFARLAND i HERMAN 
20 NORTH WACKER DRIVE, SUITE 1330 
CHICAGO IL 60606-3101 US 

SAPJ\xi WHITLEY BAILIFF 
BURLINGTON NORTHERN AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COMP 
3 017 LOU MENK DRIVE 
FORT WORTH TX 76131 US 

THOMAS H GRIMM 
777-108TH AVE NE SUITE 1900 
BELLEVUE WA 98 0 04 US 

SEN. SLADE GORTON 
10900 N E 4TH STREET SUITE # 2110 
BELLEUE WA 98004 US 

MAYOR AVA FRISINGER 
P 0 BOX 1307 
ISSAQUAH WA 9802 7 US 

CALVIN 5. BEVERLY BUGBEE 
3 503 E LK ,5AMM SH LN SE 
ISSAQUAH WA 9802 9 US 

CRAIG LARSEN 
2040 84TH AVENUE S 
MERCER WA 98040 US 

MAYOR ROSEMARIE IVES 
CITY OF REDMOND 
PO BOX 97010 
15670 NE 85TH ST 
REDMOND WA 98073-9710 US 

FAITH A HOLSTE 
KING COUNTY OFC OF CPEN SPACE 
506 SECOND AV STE 708 
SEATTLE WA 98104-2311 US 

DOUGLAS MARSHALL 
P C BOX 79007 
SEATTLE WA 98119 US 

JAMES AIKEN 
AKEN S- FINE 
2025 FIRST AVENUE SUITE 700 
SEATTLE WA 98121 US 

CHARLES H MONTAIJGE 
426 NW 162ND STREET 
SEATTLE WA 98177 US 

U. S. FISH WILDLIFE SERVICE 

MARROWSTONE NORDLAND WA 983 58 US 

U S FISH WILDLIFE 
600 CAPITOL WAY NORTH 
OL'YMPIA WA 98501 US 

U. S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 
510 DESMOND DR SE # 102 
LACEY WA 98503 US 

'J S FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 
510 DESMOND DR SE # 102 
LACEY WA 98503 US 

WASHINGTON STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFIC 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AITO HISTORIC PRESERVATIO 
111 WEST 21ST AVENUE KL-11 
OLYMPIA WA 98504 US 

09/17/1998 Page 



SERVIcfi LIST FOR: 17-sep-1998 STF 380 BURLINGTON NORTHERN ABANDONMENT EXEM 

OFFICE OF GOVERNOR 
STATE CAPITOL BUILDING 
OLYMPIA WA 98504 US 

EN\'IROimENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
P 0 BOX 47600 
OLYMPIA WA 98504 US 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE CAPITOL BULDING 
OLYMPIA WA 98504 US 

STATE RAIL BRANCH DEPT OF TPTN HWY ADMIN BLD 
KWY ADMIN BLDG 
OLYMPIA WA 98504 US 

WASHINGTON UTILITIES AND TPJ^SPORTATION COMM U. S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 
CHANDLER PLAZA BUILDING 
PO EOX 47250 
OLYMPIA WA 98504-7250 US 

PO BOX 1157 
MOSES LAKE WA 98837-0175 US 

U S FISH & WILDLIFE 
P 0 BIOX 1157 
MOSE LAKE WA 98837-0175 US 

STATE CONSERVATIONIST 
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 
316 BOON AVENUE SUITE 4 50 
SPOKANE WA 99201-2348 US 

U. S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
BUILDING 602 
CITY COUNTY AIRPORT 
WALLA WALLA WA 99362 US 

U S ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
BUILDING 602 
CITY COUNTY AIRPORT WA 993 62 US 

Records: 32 

09/17/1998 Page 
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30898 SERVICE DATE - APRIL 5, 2000 

DO 

S L i r XCE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

DECISION AND NOTICE OF INTERIM TRAIL USE OR ABANDONMENT 

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 380X) 

THE BURLINGTON NORTIiERN AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY 
-/ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-IN KING COUNTY, WA 

Decided; March 31, 2000 

In a deciMon served ^iay 13, 1998.' the Boâ d granted The Burlington Northem and Santa 
Fe Railway Company (BNSi; a' mption to abandon a 12.45-mile line of r̂ \ho^<i ^ t^^^n 
mileoost 7 3, near Redmond, and >ost 19.75. at Issaquah. in King County, WA (the Redmond-
Issaquah Line), subject to labor protecuve and environmental conditions. 

On September 18 1998, a decision and notice of interim trail use or abandonment (NITU) 
was seived authorizing a 180-day period for The Land Conservancy of Seattle and King County 
(TLC) and King County (King County) to negr .iate an agreement with BNSF to assume financial 
responsibility for and become interim trail manager for the right-of-way. 

On March 9. 2000, the City of Issaquah. WA (City) and TLC jointly filed a letter requesting 
the Board to vacate the existing NITU and issue an appropriate replacement NITU substituting the 
Citv in lieu of TLC as the interim trail manager for the southerly 1.55 miles of rail comdor between 
milepost 18.2 and milepost 19.75 (the Issaquah segment), pursuant to 49 CFR 1152.29(t). 

Petitioners have submitted a copy ofthe extant NITU and a statement of willingness to 
assume financial responsibility by thc new trail manager. The parties have also requested that 
responsibility for the Issaquah segment be transferred to the Cit>' effective no later than April 7, 

' The proceeding was handled on a consolidated record with Th? I-Wd C9n?t'rv3PCY 9f 
^P.nlP ..nd Kin^ rnnntv-Acnuisitinn f"^ Operation Fxemotion-Thc i-MrlinHon No!:h?rP and 
t . ' l FP Railway Comnanv. STB Finance V ket No. 33389; and Thf I .md Conf^TOncy Qf 
' C f l InH Kin. Connt;--/(handonment Fx. .nption-ln Kin '̂ CoWtY. WA, :̂ TB Docket No. AB--
508X. 

2 According to petitioners" repn ^ntative, TLC and King Countŷ  reached agreements rail 
banking the rail corridor as follows; (1) from milepost 7.3 to approximately n.depost 18.. King 
County is the interim trail manager; and (2) from milepost 18.2 to the end ofthe lin. i t milepost 
19.75, TLC is the interim trail manager. 

3 King County will remain the interim trail manager for the northerly Redmond segment. 



onnn 4 n , ^"^^^^ ^^ub-No. 380X) 
2000.̂  By letter filed March 24, 2000 BNSF state, th.t H 

c o n s e J i l S r o t n e r ' ^ ^ ' . t r : ' ' ' " ' ' ^ ^ - " "^ e„viro„n,e„. or U,e 

It is ordyr?d-

i . This proceeding is reopened. 

effeciive on fte service dale of Ais decision. '^^'^o"'' ^Pnen.) is issued, 

ro. m a n t e l " X H S ^ ! ~ ^ / ^ ^ agreement, fUll „ i , i t y 
mmune from liability, in which case it need onl^njJ 'J^^^^^ "^^^ 

••ability), and the pa>^ent ofany and ai Jxes tha T ' ' ' ' ' '^^'"^^ P^^^n î̂ ' 
^ay. " ' ' ^ '̂ at may be levied or assessed against the right-of-

5. Interim trail use/rail banking is suhiert to ti ,- « ^ 

new user co„,i„„i„, ,o ™ee, Ae l ^ n j ^ : Z i : : f ^ f : : ' ^ ^ i : : : ^ ' ° 

' Petitioners state that they have agreed that TT r »,-ii 
manager until such time as the City repLc« TLC '"^«rim trail 

-2-



STB Docicet No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 380X) 

decisio„td„„;ir.r;::;rt!rr̂rcâ^̂  
7. This decision is effective on its service date. 

By the Board, David M. Konschnik, Director, OfTice of Proceedings. 

Vemon A. Williams 
Secretary 

-3-



LrST FOR; 03-apr-2000 STB AB 6 380 X BURLIWGTON .NORTHERN ABANDONMENT EXEM 

DAVID G. BURWELL 
1100 17TH STREET, N.W., 
WASHINGTON DC 2 003 6 US 

STE IOTH FLOOR 
HON. SLADE GORTON 
UNITED STATES SENATI? 
WASHINGTON DC 2 051': US 

DANIEL R ELLIOTT I I I 
ASST GENERAL COUNSEL UIJITED TRANSPORTATION UN 
14600 DETROIT AVENUE 
CLEVELAND OH 44107-4250 US 

DANIAL J. MINKUS 
RAIL SERVICES UPDATE 
2110 SHERIDAN DRIVE 
MADISON WI 53704-3845 US 

THOMAS F ARLAND JR 
MCFARLA!T) t HERMAN 
2 0 NORTH WACKER DRIVE, SUITE 13 3 0 
CHICAGO I L 60606-3101 US 

RICHARD WELSH 
NARPO 
50-505 GRAND TRAVERSE 
LA QUINTA CA 92253 US 

SARAH WHITLEY BAILIFF 
BURLINGTON NORTHERN AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COMP 
P O BOX 961039 
2500 LOU MENK DRIVE 
FORT WORTH TX 76161-0039 US 

THOMAS H GRIMM 
777-108TH AVE NE SUITE 1^00 
BELLEVUE WA 98004 US 

SEN. SLADE GORTON 
10900 E 4TH STREET SUITE # 
BELLEUE WA 98 004 US 

; i i o 
MAYOR AVA FRISINGER 
P O BOX 1307 
ISSAQUAH WA 9802 7 US 

EUGENE DUVERNOY 
P O BOX 1307 
ISSAQUAH WA 98027 US 

CALVIN & BEVERLY BUGBEE 
3 5 03 E LK SAMM PH LIJ SE 
ISSAQUAH WA 98029 US 

CRAIG LARSEN 
2 04 0 84TH AVENUE S E 
MERCER WA 98 04 0 US 

U. S. FISH WILDLIFE SERVICE 
14 352 NORTHEAST 95TH STREET 
REDMOD WA 98052 US 

MAYOR ROSEMARIE IVES 
CITY OF REDMOND 
PO BOX 97010 
15670 NE 85TH ST 
REDMOND WA 98073-9710 US 

FAITH A HO' IE 
KING COLTJl 3FC OF OPEN SPACE 
506 SECOND .V STE 708 
SEATTLE WA 98104-2311 US 

DOUGLAS MARSHALL 
P 0 BOX 79007 
SEATTLE WA 98119 US 

JAMES AIKEN 
AKEN & FINE 
2 02 5 FIRST AVENUE SUITE 700 
SEATTLE WA 98121 US 

CHARLES H MONTANGE 
426 NW 162ND STREET 
SEATTLE WA 98177 US 

U S FISH WILDLIFE 
60 0 CAPITOL WAY NORTH 
OLYMPIA WA 98501 US 

U. S. FISH t WILDLIFE SERVICE 
510 DESMOND DR SE # 102 
UlCEY WA 98503 US 

WASHINGTON STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 0F'--TC 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATIO 
111 WEST 21ST AVENUE KL-11 
OLYMPIA WA 98504 US 

04/03/2000 
Page 



SERVICE. LTST POR: 03-apr-2000 STB AB 6 330 X BURLINGTON NORTHERN ABANDONM£^ EXEM 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION A(r:NCY 
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
P O BOX 47600 
OLYMPIA WA 985C4 US 

OFflCE QF GOVEmOR 
STATE CAPITOL BUILDING 
OLYMPIA WA 98504 US 

STATE RAIL BRANCH DEPT OF TPTN HWY ADMIN BLD 
HWY ADMIN BLDG 
OLYMPIA WA 98504 US 

WASHINGTON LTILITIES AND TRANSPORTATION ."rOMM 
CHANDLER PLAZA BUILDING 
PO BOX 47250 
OLYMPIA WA 98504-72 5 0 US 

U S FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE 
517 SOUTH BUCHANAJJ 
MOSES LAKE VJA 98837-0175 US 

STATE CONSERVATIONIST 
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 
31-5 BOON AVENUE SUITE 4 50 
SPOKAJJE WA 99201-2348 US 

U. S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
2 01 NORTH THIRD AVENUE 
WJLhA WALLA WA 99362 US 

Rev.-Ci 29 
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